
Bureau of Business and Economic Research

West Virginia’s Growing Economy

John Deskins, Ph.D.

West Virginia Business Summit

August 2019

Bureau of Business & Economic Research

John Chambers College of Business & Economics

West Virginia University

www.be.wvu.edu/bber

Copyright ©2019 by WVU Research Corporation

http://www.bber.wvu.edu/


Bureau of Business and Economic Research

Let’s Not Bury the Lead…

• “Celebrate Success” - We have reasons to celebrate!

• But improvement is not happening everywhere.

• Challenges remain.

• How to make our state more attractive to potential 
businesses, large and small?

• Human Capital
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Keys to Understanding Our State

#1 - Recent Statewide Job Trends
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Keys to Understanding Our State

#2 – Where is the Growth?
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Keys to Understanding Our State

#3 - Energy
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Key Drivers of National Coal Demand

• Environmental Regulatory Climate 

• Natural Gas Boom

• International Demand
– Key for Future Growth
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Keys to Understanding Our State 

#4 - Industrial Diversification

(Or Lack Thereof)
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WV, 83.4
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How Can We Diversify?

Entrepreneurship
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Keys to Understanding Our State

#5 - Income Growth and Composition
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Wages & 
Salaries
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Keys to Understanding Our State

#6 - Regional Variation
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Southern Coalfields

Real Wages:    ↓21% since 2014Q1
Employment:  ↓16%
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New River Gorge Area

Real Wages:    ↓ 4% since 2014Q1
Employment:  ↓ 4% 
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Metro Valley

Real Wages:    ↑ 2% since 2014Q1
Employment:  ↓ 1%
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North-Central

Real Wages:    ↑ 6% since 2014Q1
Employment:  ↑ 4%
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Eastern Panhandle

Real Wages:    ↑12% since 2014Q1
Employment:  ↑  6%
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Shale Gas Boom Region 

Real Wages:    ↑17% since 2014Q1
Employment:  ↑  6%
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Keys to Understanding Our State

#7 - Where Do We Go From Here?
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One of the Biggest Keys to 

Understanding Our State:

Human Capital in West Virginia
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Population and Migration Trends
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Inter-Regional 
and Inter-State 
Net Migration, 
North Central 
Region

1,113
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Educational Attainment
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Drug Abuse and Health
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What I Think About

• Think Positive:
– We’re Improving!

• But Think Realistic:
– Real Sense of Urgency

• Think People:
– Human Capital  

• Think Regionally

• Think Entrepreneurship

• Think Exports

• Think Downstream Gas 
Manufacturing Development

• Think Tourism:

– Lots of Opportunity

• Think New Industries


